
 

 

V.  March 24, 2021  -  “I Heard God Laugh” – Humility and Humor in Prayer 

A. Humility – seen in the abasement of Jesus (Phil 2:5-11 “…humbled himself and became 

obedient to death – even death on a cross!”) 

• Andrew Louf - “The Way of Humility” - the journey of humility plays out in dealing 

with temptation – Christ’s and ours 

• Psalm 51:17 – the sacrifice God requires is a humble, contrite, broken heart… 

• Mt 23:1-12, Lk 14:7-11  – whoever exalts himself will be humbled… 

• Mt 26:41 – “the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak…” 

 B.  Humor: Modern research and in Sacred Scripture  
 

Matthew Kelly – Chapter 5 – Laughter – p. 90-91 
Gerald A. Arbuckle, (“Laughing with God”) – “the comic is fundamental incongruity’ 

Divine Humor – God operates and relates to us differently/opposite to the way we think 
God should; punishment vs. mercy; divinity vs humanity  
 

• Isa 55:8 - “’For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’ 
declares the LORD” 

• Genesis 12-17 -  Abraham & Sarah  
 

 Laughter in the Scriptures  

Negative:  Ridicule 
   

• OT - mock/ridicule enemies when they are defeated:  Jer 20:7-8, Job 30:1 

• NT - Mt 9:24 – mourners in the house of Jairus; Mt 27:29, 39 – soldiers and 
bystanders at the cross 
 

Positive:  Laughter 

• OT - Ps 2:2-4 – “He who sits in heaven laughs…” 

• NT - Lk 1:44 – Mary visits Elizabeth; Lk 6 – Beatitude of mourning and joy 
 
 
 

 



C. Humor in Jesus’ Teaching and Actions  
 
Story of divine incongruity with human merit 

• Lk 6:41-42 – why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye and not the 
log in your own eye?” 

• Mt 23:25 – you blind guides…strain out the gnat but swallow a camel! 

• Mt 7:9 – stupidity of building one’s house on sand rather than rock 

• Lk 17:7-10 – the thought of slave eating before the master or being 
considered socially equal 
 

Comic Side of Parables 

• Mt. 21 – parable of two sons:  tax collectors and prostitutes will enter the 
kingdom ahead of the listeners 

• Lk 19:29-37 – Good Samaritan 

• Lk 15:21-32 – Prodigal Son 
 

Comic Actions 

• Associating with Samaritans 

• Attention to the marginalized – Zacchaeus 

• Socializing with the elites – Dinner at the home of the Pharisee 

• Women – gender equality in that culture 

• The Cross – See below (The Lord of the Dance - by Sydney Carter in 1963) 
    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDdQhsjNHcw  
   

D. Other Resources 

• Humor in the Gospel – 

https://global.oup.com/obso/focus/focus_on_humor_new_testament/  

• Jesus’ Overlooked Humor – https://frtim.wordpress.com/2013/05/30/the-often-

overlooked-humor-of-jesus/  

• Humor & Humility – https://joyclarkson.com/home/2018/2/20/humor-and-humility  

 

E. For Reflection:  How would you pray differently to Jesus as depicted below? 
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Lord of the Dance 

1. I danced in the morning when the world was begun, 
 And I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun, 
 And I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth; 
 At Bethlehem I had my birth. 
 

 Dance then wherever you may be; 
 I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 
 And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be, 
 And I'll lead you all in the Dance, said he.  
 

2. I danced for the scribe and the pharisee, 
 But they would not dance, and they wouldn't follow me; 
 I danced for the fishermen, for James and John; 
 They came with me and the dance went on. 
 Dance then wherever you may be... 
3. I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame: 
 The holy people said it was a shame. 
 They whipped and they stripped and they hung me high, 
 And left me there on a Cross to die. 
 Dance then wherever you may be... 
4. I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black; 
 It's hard to dance with the devil on your back. 
 They buried my body and they thought I'd gone; 
 But I am the dance and I still go on. 
 Dance then wherever you may be... 
5. They cut me down and I leapt up high; 
 I am the life that'll never, never die; 
 I'll live in you if you'll live in me: 
 I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. 
 Dance then wherever you may be... 
 
Text: Sydney Carter, b.1915, © 1963, Stainer & Bell Ltd. (Administered by Hope 
Publishing Co.) 


