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The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night 

April 3, 2021 

The Blessing of the Fire and Preparation of the Candle 

Lucernarium 

      Presider             All: 

The Exsultet 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

 

Reading 

Gn 1:1—2:2  

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  The earth was barren, 

with no form of life; it was under a roaring ocean covered with darkness.  But the 

Spirit of God was moving over the water.  God said: “I command light to shine!” And 

light started shining.  God looked at the light and saw that it was good.  He 

separated light from darkness and named the light “Day” and the darkness “Night.” 

God said, “I command a dome to separate the water above it from the water below 

it.” And that’s what happened.  God made the dome and named it “Sky.”  

Acclamation. 

God said, “I command the water under the sky to come together in one place, so 

there will be dry ground.”  And that’s what happened.  God named the dry ground 

“Land,” and he named the water “Ocean.”  God looked at what he had done and 

saw that it was good.  God said, “I command the earth to produce all kinds of plants 

including fruit trees and grain.”  And that’s what happened.  The earth produced all 

kinds of vegetation.  Good looked at what he had done… 

Acclamation. 
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God said, “I command lights to appear in the sky and to separate day from night and 

to show the time for seasons, special days, and years.  I command them to shine on 

the earth.”  And that’s what happened.  God made two powerful lights, the brighter 

one to rule the day and the other to rule the night.  He also made the stars.  Then God 

put these lights in the sky to shine on the earth, to rule day and night, and to separate 

light from darkness.  God looked at what he had done… 

Acclamation. 

God said, “I command the ocean to be full of living creatures, and I command birds to 

fly above the earth.”  So God made the giant sea monsters and all the living creatures 

that swim in the ocean.  He also made every kind of bird.  God looked at what he had 

done, and it was good.  Then he gave the living creatures his blessing – he told the 

ocean creatures to live everywhere in the ocean and the birds to live everywhere on 

earth. 

Acclamation. 

God said, “I command the earth to give life to all kinds of tame animals, wild animals, 

and reptiles.”  And that’s what happened.  God made every one of them.  Then he 

looked at what he had done, and it was good.  God said, “Now we will make humans, 

and they will be like us.  We will let them rule the fish, the birds, and all other living 

creatures.”  So, God created humans to be like himself.  He made men and women.  

God gave them his blessing and said “Have a lot of children! Fill the earth with people 

and bring it under your control.  Rule over the fish in the ocean, the birds in the sky, 

and every animal on the earth.  I have provided all kinds of fruit and grain for you to 

eat.  And I have given the green plants as food for everything else that breathes.  

These will be food for animals, both wild and tame, and for birds.” 

Acclamation. 

So, the heavens and the earth and everything else were created.  By the seventh day 

God had finished his work, and so he rested.  God blessed the seventh day and made 

it special because on that day he rested from his work.  That’s how God created the 

heavens and the earth.   

Acclamation. 
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Your wisdom made the heavens and the earth, O Lord; you formed the land and set 

the lights.  And like your love, the sun will rule the day, and stars will grace the night.   

Refrain. 
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Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35  

1. Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord my God, how 
great you are, clothed in majesty and honor, 
wrapped in light as with a robe!  

2. You set the earth on its foundation, immovable 
from age to age.  You wrapped it with the 
depths like a cloak; the waters stood higher than 
the mountains.   

3. You make springs gush forth in the valleys; they 
flow in between the hills.  There the birds of 
heaven build their nests; from the branches they 
sing their song.   

4. From your dwelling you water the hills; by your 
works the earth has its fill.  You make the grass 
grow for the cattle and plants to serve mankind’s 
need, that he may bring forth bread from the 
earth.   

5. How many are your works, O Lord! In wisdom 
you have made them all.  The earth is full of your 
creatures.  Bless the Lord, O my soul.   
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Ex 14:15—15:1 

The Lord said to Moses: “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to go 

forward.  And you, lift up your staff, and with hand outstretched over the sea, split 

the sea in two! The Israelites may pass through it on dry land, but I will make the 

Egyptians so obstinate that they will go in after them.  Then I will receive glory 

through Pharoah and all his army, his chariots and charioteers.  The Egyptians shall 

know that I am the Lord, when I receive glory through Pharoah and his chariots and 

charioteers!” 

 

The angel of God, who had been leading Israel’s camp, now moved and went 

around behind them.  The column of cloud also, leaving the front, took up its place 

behind them.  It came between the camp of the Egyptians and that of Israel: but the 

cloud now became dark, and thus the night passed without the rival camps coming 

any closer together all night long. 

Refrain. 

 

Reading 
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Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the Lord swept the sea with a 

strong east wind throughout the night, and so turned it into dry land.  When the water 

was thus divided, the Israelites marked into the midst of the sea on dry land, with the 

water like a wall to their right and to their left. 

Refrain. 

The Egyptians followed in pursuit; all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and charioteers 

went after them, right into the midst of the sea.  In the night watch just before dawn, 

the Lord cast through the column of the fiery cloud upon the Egyptian force, a glance 

that threw it into a panic.  He so clogged the chariot wheels that they could hardly 

drive: with that, the Egyptians sounded the retreat before Israel: because the Lord was 

fighting for them against the Egyptians.   

Refrain. 

Then the Lord said to Moses: “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may 

flow back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and charioteers!” So, Moses 

stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea flowed back to its normal 

depth.  The Egyptians were fleeing head on toward the sea, when the Lord hurled 

them into its midst! 

Refrain. 

As the water flowed back, it covered the chariots and charioteers of Pharoah’s whole 

army which had followed the Israelites into the sea.  Not a single one of them 

escaped.  But the Israelites had marched on dry land through the midst of the sea, 

with the water like a wall to their right and to their left.  Thus the Lord saved Israel on 

that day from the power of the Egyptians! 

Refrain. 

When Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the seashore and behold the great 

power that the Lord had shown against the Egyptians, they feared the Lord and 

believed in him, and in his servant Moses.  Then Moses and the Israelites sang this 

song to the Lord: 
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Responsorial Canticle 

Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18  

1. My strength, my courage, my hope, you have 
been my savior.  My Lord, Abba, I praise your 
name forevermore.   

2. You redeem your people and you plant them on 
your mountain.  Jerusalem, holy dwelling, Lord, 
you reign forevermore.   

3. Your hands part the water, your breath the seas 
obey.  Lord, God of wonder, I praise your name 
forevermore.   
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Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28 

The word of the LORD came to me, saying: Son of man, when the house of Israel 

lived in their land, they defiled it by their conduct and deeds. Therefore I poured out 

my fury upon them because of the blood that they poured out on the ground, and 

because they defiled it with idols. I scattered them among the nations, dispersing 

them over foreign lands; according to their conduct and deeds I judged them. But 

when they came among the nations wherever they came, they served to profane my 

holy name, because it was said of them: "These are the people of the LORD, yet 

they had to leave their land." So I have relented because of my holy name which the 

house of Israel profaned among the nations where they came. Therefore say to the 

house of Israel: Thus says the Lord GOD: Not for your sakes do I act, house of Israel, 

but for the sake of my holy name, which you profaned among the nations to which 

you came. I will prove the holiness of my great name, profaned among the nations, 

in whose midst you have profaned it. Thus the nations shall know that I am the 

LORD, says the Lord GOD, when in their sight I prove my holiness through you. For I 

will take you away from among the nations, gather you from all the foreign lands, 

and bring you back to your own land. I will sprinkle clean water upon you to cleanse 

you from all your impurities, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. I will give you 

a new heart and place a new spirit within you, taking from your bodies your stony 

hearts and giving you natural hearts. I will put my spirit within you and make you live 

by my statutes, careful to observe my decrees. You shall live in the land I gave your 

fathers; you shall be my people, and I will be your God.  

Reading 
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Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4  

1. My soul is thirsting for God, the living God; 
when can I enter and appear, when can I enter 
and appear before the face of God? 

2. For I would go to the place of your wondrous 
tent, all the way to the house of God, amid cries 
of gladness and thanksgiving, the throng 
keeping joyful festival.   

3. O send forth your light and your truth; they will 
guide me on.  They will bring me to your holy 
mountain, to the place where you dwell.   

4. And I will come to the altar of God, to God, my 
joy and gladness.  To you will I give thanks on 
the harp, O God, my God.   
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Gloria 
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Collect 
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Rom 6:3-11 

Brothers and sisters: Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death? We were indeed buried with him through baptism 

into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 

we too might live in newness of life. For if we have grown into union with him 

through a death like his, we shall also be united with him in the resurrection. We 

know that our old self was crucified with him, so that our sinful body might be done 

away with, that we might no longer be in slavery to sin. For a dead person has been 

absolved from sin. If, then, we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also 

live with him. We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more; death no 

longer has power over him. As to his death, he died to sin once and for all; as to his 

life, he lives for God. Consequently, you too must think of yourselves as being dead 

to sin and living for God in Christ Jesus.  

Reading 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 118 

1. O let the house of Israel say: God’s loving 
kindness forever will stay.  As great is your 
mercy to us in our day,  

2. When I was falling you lifted me high.  You will 
not suffer your servant to die.  So like a trumpet 
your praises I cry, 

3. As with the light in the heavens you played, as 
when the seas in their boundaries you laid.  This 
is the night that your mercy has made.   
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Homily 

Gospel 

Mark 16:1-7 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary, the mother of James, and 

Salome bought spices so that they might go and anoint him. Very early when the 

sun had risen, on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb. They were saying 

to one another,  “Who will roll back the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 

When they looked up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back; it was very 

large. On entering the tomb they saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed 

in a white robe, and they were utterly amazed. He said to them, “Do not be amazed! 

You seek Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. 

Behold the place where they laid him. But go and tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is 

going before you to Galilee; there you will see him, as he told you.’”  
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The Baptismal Liturgy 

Blessing of Water 

Renewal of Baptismal Promises and Profession of Faith 

Sprinkling with Holy Water 

Prayer of the Faithful 
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Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Preparation of the Altar 
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Eucharistic Prayer Acclamations 
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Blessing and Dismissal 

Communion Procession  
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Closing Hymn 
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If in Church, please dispose of this worship aid in trash as you exit.  |  If in the Social Hall, please leave worship aid on  your chair when you exit.  

Our Father 
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. Amen. 
 

Hail Mary 
Hail Mary, full of grace. The Lord is with thee. Blessed art 

thou amongst women, and blessed is the fruit of thy 
womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us 

sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
 

Glory Be 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 

 
Guardian Angel Prayer 

Angel of God, my Guardian dear, to whom God's love 
commits me here, ever this day (or night) be at my side, to 

light and guard, to rule and guide. Amen. 
 

Hail Holy Queen 
Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of mercy, our life, our sweetness 
and our hope. To thee do we cry, poor banished children 

of Eve: to thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and 
weeping in this valley of tears. Turn then, most gracious 

Advocate, thine eyes of mercy toward us, and after this our 
exile, show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus. O 

clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary! Amen. 
 

Anima Christi 
Soul of Christ, make me holy. Body of Christ, be my 

salvation. Blood of Christ, let me drink your wine. Water 
flowing from the side of Christ, wash me clean. Passion of 
Christ, strengthen me. Kind Jesus, hear my prayer. Hide 

me within your wounds and keep me close to you. Defend 
me from the evil enemy. And call me at the hour of my 

death. To the fellowship of your saints. That I might sing 
your praise with them for all eternity. Amen. 

 
Memorare 

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that any one who fled to thy protection, 

implored thy help or sought thy intercession, was left 
unaided. Inspired by this confidence, We fly unto thee, O 
Virgin of virgins my Mother; to thee do we come, before 

thee we stand, sinful and sorrowful; O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our petitions, but in thy mercy hear 

and answer them. Amen. 
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Prayer Before Mass  
(St. Ambrose) 

Lord Jesus Christ, we approach your banquet table as 
saints and sinners, and dare not rely on our own worth, but 

only on your goodness and mercy. Gracious God of 
majesty and awe, we seek your protection, we  look for 

your healing. We appeal to you, the fountain of all mercy. 
Lord Jesus Christ, eternal king, crucified for us, look upon 

us with mercy and hear our prayer, for we trust in you. 
Merciful Father, purify us in body and soul, and make us 

worthy to taste the Holy of Holies. May your body and 
blood, which we intend to receive, unworthy as we are, be 

for us the remission of our sins, the washing away of our 
guilt, the end of our evil thoughts, and the rebirth of our 

better instincts. May it incite us to do the works pleasing to 
you and profitable to our health in body and soul, and may 

it deliver us from evil. Amen.  
 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving after Mass  
(St. Thomas Aquinas) 

Lord, Father all-powerful and ever-living God, I thank You, 
for even though I am a sinner, your unprofitable servant, 

not because of my worth but in the kindness of your 
mercy, You have fed me with the Precious Body & Blood of 

Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. I pray that this Holy 
Communion may not bring me condemnation and 

punishment but forgiveness and  salvation. May it be a 
helmet of faith and a shield of good will. May it purify me 
from evil ways and put an end to my evil passions. May it 
bring me charity and patience, humility and obedience, 

and growth in the power to do good. May it be my strong 
defense against all my enemies, visible and invisible, and 

the perfect calming of all my evil impulses, bodily and 
spiritual. May it unite me more closely to you, the One true 

God, and lead me safely through death to everlasting 
happiness with You. And I pray that You will lead me, a 

sinner, to the banquet where you, with Your Son and holy 
Spirit, are true and perfect light, total fulfillment, 

everlasting joy, gladness without end, and perfect 
happiness to your saints. Grant this through Christ our 

Lord, Amen. 

 
Complete Trust in God  

(St. Francis de Sales) 
Do not look forward to the trials and crosses of this life 

with dread and fear. Rather, look to them with full 
confidence that as they arise, God, to whom you belong, 
will deliver you from them. He has guided and guarded 

you thus far in life.  Do you but hold fast to his dear 
hand, and He will lead you safely through all trials. 

Whenever you cannot stand, he will carry you lovingly in 
his arms. Do not look forward to what may happen 

tomorrow. The same Eternal Father who cares for you 
today will take good care of you tomorrow and every 

day of your  life. Either he will shield you from suffering or 
He will give you the unfailing strength to bear it. Be at 

peace then and put aside all useless thoughts, vain 
dreads, and anxious imaginations. Amen. 
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